
Reports on Webinar series lectures for celebration of 150
th

 Birth Anniversary of Father 

of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi 

ICAR-Indian Institute of Farming Systems Research, Modipuram organized webinar series 

lectures during 28-30
th

 September under the theme “IFS and Organic Farming: Nonviolent 

to Nature” with a purpose to learn and imbibe Mahatma Gandhiji‟s principles in farming 

especially on integrated farming systems and organic farming as a part of weeklong 

celebration. Eminent Gandhian speakers delivered lectures on different aspects of Gandhiji‟s 

vision including rural development, Gandhiji‟s philosophy, Relevance of Gandhian principles 

in todays context, lessons for life through Ahimsa and Satyagrah etc. On 28
th

 September, 

2020 Shri Shiv Prakash jee, Rashtriya Saha Sangathan Mahamantri delivered his talk on 

„Gandhiji’s vision for rural development’. The session was convened by Dr. A. S. Panwar, 

Director, ICAR-IIFSR. On 29
th

 September, 2020 a talk on „Gandhiji’s Philosophy‟ was 

delivered by Shri Bhupendra Kumar Upadhaya, Manager, Shri Gandhi Ashram, Meerut. 

In continuation of series of webinars 3 eminent Gandhian speakers delivered their talk 

on 30
th

 September, 2020. Dr. Balamurali Balaji, eminent Techno Gandhian and founder of 

the Centre for Information Technology and Gandhian Philosophy of Nonviolence and Peace, 

Tamil Nadu delivered his lectures on „Relevance of Gandhian principles in present day 

context of farming‟ and „Applications of Gandhian principles in farming systems with 

special reference to organic farming’. In his lecture he has highlighted the Gandhiji‟s vision 

of Farming for everyone‟s need, not for anyone‟s greed which fits in todays context. He 

explained that important reasons behind suffering of farmers may be attributed to 

mismanagement of govt schemes in terms of schemes not reaching masses and very few are 

able to adopt new technologies besides greediness of farmers, inequalities and 

corporatization. He also highlighted the need for sustainable farmer welfare schemes, use of 

green technology and equitable distribution of resources keeping in line with Gandhiji‟s as 

Gandhiji visioned towards farming for cooperation not for competition. The session was 

convened by Dr. A. K. Prusty, Senior Scientist, CU, ICAR-IIFSR.  

Dr K Balaraju, Associate Professor, Mahatma Gandhi Fuji Guruji centre for social work, 

Mahatma Gandhi Antarrashtriya Hindi Vishwavidyalaya, Wardha in his lecture on 30
th

 

September, 2020 described two aspects of Gandhian thoughts i.e. 1) Learning’s from 

Gandhi for application in Farming, 2) Principles and Philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi for 

leading quality life.  The speaker described the four fundamental pillars of Ganhi‟s ideology 

viz., Sarvodaya, Swaraj, Swadesh and Satyagarh by highlighting the need of justice for all the 

creatures and giving due respect and recognition of genius of local for bringing revolution 

through non-violence and self-governance. He emphasized that, farming should not be 

considered as separate part rather it should be taken as part and parcel of life as per Gandhi ji. 

He told that Gandhian thoughts can be applied to address the major challenges of the farming 

sector of the day. Quote of Mahatma Gandhi “The world has enough for everyone's need, but 

not enough for everyone's greed” was beautifully described by the speaker in natural resource 

management perspective. Under Principles and Philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi for leading 

quality life, type of quality life and its components were descriobed in befitted way. The 

speaker has concluded his talk with giving emphasis on Indriyanigraha (restraint of senses) 



and simple living to give real homages to Gandhi ji. The session was convened by Dr. M. 

Shamim, Scientist, ICAR-IIFSR. 

Dr. T. Ravichandran, Assistant Professor, Department of Gandhian Studies & Sociology, 

Deemed University - The Gandhigram Rural Institute, Tamil Nadu, delivered a lecture on 

„Mahatma’s Ahimsa and Satyagraha-Lessons for life, including farming’. Dr. T. 

Ravichandran covered the journey of Gandhiji, and described how he evolved himself from 

an ordinary man to a mahatma or father of the nation. Mahatma Gandhi disseminated the 

principle of non-violence from individual to social and social to the political level. His talk 

covered Mahatma Gandhi works for the weaker section of society by its deeds; and how he 

taught us the wisdom of freedom including his effort to abolish the untouchability prevailing 

in Indian culture and also getting success in it. Gandhi Ji convinced people to understand the 

nature principle and follow them and showed the world the path of non-violence. Dr 

Ravichandran explained how non-violence and truth was flourishing in India even when the 

violence was leading in the world first world war taking place due to Mahatma‟s effort of 

inspiring people to follow path of Ahimsa. In Gandhiji‟s words, “The world has enough for 

every man‟s need but not enough for any man‟s greed!” is self-explanatory and explains  the 

way he thinks towards nature. If we follow the same principle in agriculture, it will be more 

sustainable.   He summarized that Gandhiji was  not only a freedom fighter but a way of 

living with nature and society in harmony, which ultimately brings peace. The session was 

convened by Dr. Raghuveer Singh, Scientist, ICAR-IIFSR. 

The webinar was participated by more than 200 Scientists, Technical officers and staffs from 

ICAR-IIFSR as well as researchers involved in IFS and organic farming from different parts 

of India through virtual platform. The 3 days webinar was chaired by Dr. A. S. Panwar, 

Director, ICAR-IIFSR and coordinated by Dr. N. Ravisankar, Principal Scientist and PF, 

ICAR-IIFSR. 

 


